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Canterbury Cathedral in Canterbury, Kent, is one of the oldest and most famous 
Christian structures in England. It forms part of a World Heritage Site. It is the 
cathedral of the Archbishop of Canterbury, currently Justin Welby, leader of the 
Church of England and symbolic leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion. Its 
formal title is the Cathedral and Metropolitical Church of Christ at Canterbury. 
Founded in 597, the cathedral was completely rebuilt between 1070 and 1077.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justin_Welby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
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The east end was greatly enlarged at the beginning of the 12th century, and largely 
rebuilt in the Gothic style following a fire in 1174, with significant eastward 
extensions to accommodate the flow of pilgrims visiting the shrine of Thomas 
Becket, the archbishop who was murdered in the cathedral in 1170. The Norman 
nave and transepts survived until the late 14th century, when they were demolished 
to make way for the present structures.  

Before the English Reformation the cathedral was part of a Benedictine monastic 
community known as Christ Church, Canterbury, as well as being the seat of the 
archbishop.  

 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Becket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Becket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedictine
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Christianity had started to become powerful in the Roman Empire around the 3rd 
century. Following the conversion of Augustine of Hippo in the 4th century, the 
influence of Christianity grew steadily. The cathedral's first bishop was Augustine of 
Canterbury, previously abbot of St Andrew's Benedictine Abbey in Rome; when other 
dioceses were founded in England he was made archbishop.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Gregorio_Magno_al_Celio
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He was sent by Pope Gregory I in 596 as a missionary to the Anglo-Saxons. 
Augustine founded the cathedral in 597 and dedicated it to Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Saviour.  

Augustine also founded the Abbey of St Peter and Paul outside the city walls. This 
was later rededicated to St Augustine himself and was for many centuries the burial 
place of the successive archbishops. The abbey is part of the World Heritage Site of 
Canterbury, along with the cathedral and the ancient Church of St Martin.  

 
 

 
 

Cathedral, The Precinct, Canterbury 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Anglo-Saxon_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Saviour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Saviour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Augustine%27s_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defensive_wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St._Martin,_Canterbury
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Cathedral, Minster Precincts, Peterborough 
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Peterborough Cathedral is one of the finest Norman Cathedrals in England. 
Founded as a monastic community in 654 AD, it became one of the most significant 
medieval abbes in the country, the burial place of two queens and the scene of Civil 
War upheavals.  
 
Roman Period – Archaeological evidence around and underneath the Cathedral 
indicates that there was a Roman building on this site. Evidence of a boundary ditch 
and monumental stonework may indicate a substantial building such as a temple or 
monumental arch.  
 
655AD - A monastery is founded on the current Cathedral site, at that time called 
Medeswell, later Medehamstede (“the home/farmstead in the water meadows”), 
located on the north bank of the River Nene. The monastery was founded by Peada, 
son of King Penda of Mercia, and completed by Peada’s brother Wulfhere. At that 
time Mercia was a pagan Saxon kingdom, but as part of a marriage contract with 
neighbouring Christian Northumbria, Christian missionaries were allowed to found a 
religious house here. The original monastery may have been built of timber, but 
seems to have been later replaced in stone.  
 
870AD – The monastery is said to have been attacked and destroyed by Viking 
invaders, most likely the ‘Great Heathen Army’ led by ‘Ivar the Boneless’ which 
invaded East Anglia this year. Some scholars have disputed the veracity of this 
event, but given the similar treatment meted out to other abbeys locally at this time 
the Viking attack seems credible. A relic of this original monastic church is the 
‘Hedda Stone’ displayed in the Cathedral today.  
 
966-970AD - The monastery on the site is re-founded by the authority of King Edgar 
and Bishop Aethelwold of Winchester as a Benedictine house. A township starts to 
spring up to the eastern side of the monastic precincts, and the whole is bounded by 
a ditched and embanked burgh wall.  

Peterborough Cathedral, properly the Cathedral Church of St Peter, St Paul and St 
Andrew – also known as Saint Peter's Cathedral[1] in the United Kingdom – is the 
seat of the Anglican Bishop of Peterborough, dedicated to Saint Peter, Saint Paul 
and Saint Andrew, whose statues look down from the three high gables of the 
famous West Front. Although it was founded in the Anglo-Saxon period, its 
architecture is mainly Norman, following a rebuilding in the 12th century. With 
Durham and Ely cathedrals, it is one of the most important 12th-century buildings in 
England to have remained largely intact, despite extensions and restoration.  

Peterborough Cathedral is known for its imposing Early English Gothic West Front 
(façade) which, with its three enormous arches, is without architectural precedent 
and with no direct successor. The appearance is slightly asymmetrical, as one of the 
two towers that rise from behind the façade was never completed (the tower on the 
right as one faces the building), but this is only visible from a distance. The original 
church, known as "Medeshamstede", was founded in the reign of the Anglo-Saxon 
King Peada of the Middle Angles in about 655 AD, as one of the first centres of 
Christianity in central England.[2] The monastic settlement with which the church was 
associated lasted at least until 870, when it was supposedly destroyed by Vikings.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Cathedral#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Peterborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_of_Tarsus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Andrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Anglo-Saxon_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durham_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medeshamstede
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Anglo-Saxon_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peada_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Angles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Cathedral#cite_note-sweeting-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viking
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In an alcove of the New Building, an extension of the eastern end, lies an ancient 
stone carving: the Hedda Stone. This medieval carving of 12 monks, six on each 
side, commemorates the destruction of the Monastery and the death of the Abbot 
and Monks when the area was sacked by the Vikings in 864. The Hedda Stone was 
likely carved sometime after the raid, when the monastery slipped into decline.  

In the mid-10th century monastic revival (in which churches at Ely and Ramsey were 
also refounded) a Benedictine Abbey was created and endowed in 966, principally 
by Athelwold, Bishop of Winchester, from what remained of the earlier church, with 
"a basilica [church] there furbished with suitable structures of halls, and enriched with 
surrounding lands" and more extensive buildings which saw the aisle built out to the 
west with a second tower added. The original central tower was, however, retained.[4] 
It was dedicated to St Peter and surrounded by a palisade, called a burgh, hence the 
town surrounding the abbey was eventually named Peter-burgh. The community was 
further revived in 972 by Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury.  

This newer church had as its major focal point a substantial western tower with a 
"Rhenish helm" and was largely constructed of ashlars. Only a small section of the 
foundations of the Anglo-Saxon church remain beneath the south transept but there 
are several significant artefacts, including Anglo-Saxon carvings such as the Hedda 
Stone, from the earlier building.  

In 2008, Anglo-Saxon grave markers were reported to have been found by workmen 
repairing a wall in the cathedral precincts. The grave markers are said to date to the 
11th century, and probably belonged to "townsfolk".[6]  

Norman and medieval architectural evolution 

 

Although damaged during the struggle between the Norman invaders and local folk-
hero, Hereward the Wake, it was repaired and continued to thrive until destroyed by 
an accidental fire in 1116. This event necessitated the building of a new church in 
the Norman style, begun by Abbot John de Sais on 8 March 1118 (Old Style). By 
1193, the building was completed to the western end of the Nave, including the 
central tower and the decorated wooden ceiling of the nave. The ceiling, completed 
between 1230 and 1250, still survives. It is unique in Britain and one of only four 
such ceilings in the whole of Europe. It has been over-painted twice, once in 1745, 
then in 1834, but still retains the character and style of the original. (The painted 
nave ceiling of Ely Cathedral, by contrast, is entirely a Victorian creation. The church 
was largely built of Barnack limestone from quarries on its own land, and it was paid 
annually for access to these quarries by the builders of Ely Cathedral and Ramsey 
Abbey in thousands of eels (e.g. 4,000 each year by Ramsey). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsey_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Cathedral#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhenish_helm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashlar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Cathedral#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereward_the_Wake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsey_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsey_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peterborough_Cathedral_Nave,_Cambridgeshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg
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Cathedral historians believe that part of the placing of the church in the location it is 
in is due to the easy ability to transfer quarried stones by river and then to the 
existing site allowing it to grow without being relocated.  

Then, after completing the Western transept and adding the Great West Front 
Portico in 1237, the medieval masons switched over to the new Gothic style. Apart 
from changes to the windows, the insertion of a porch to support the free-standing 
pillars of the portico and the addition of a "new" building at the east end around the 
beginning of the 16th century, the structure of the building remains essentially as it 
was on completion almost 800 years ago. The completed building was consecrated 
in 1238 by Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, within whose diocese it then fell.  

          

The trio of arches forming the Great West Front, the defining image of Peterborough 
Cathedral, is unrivalled in medieval architecture. The line of spires behind it, topping 
an unprecedented four towers, evolved for more practical reasons. Chief amongst 
them was the wish to retain the earlier Norman towers, which became obsolete when 
the Gothic front was added. Instead of being demolished and replaced with new 
stretches of wall, these old towers were retained and embellished with cornices and 
other gothic decor, while two new towers were added to create a continuous 
frontage.  

The Norman tower was rebuilt in the Decorated Gothic style in about 1350–1380 (its 
main beams and roof bosses survive) with two tiers of Romanesque windows 
combined into a single set of Gothic windows, with the turreted cap and pinnacles 
removed and replaced by battlements. Between 1496 and 1508, the Presbytery roof 
was replaced and the "New Building", a rectangular building built around the end of 
the Norman eastern apse, with Perpendicular fan vaulting (probably designed by 
John Wastell, the architect of King's College Chapel, Cambridge and the Bell Harry 
Tower at Canterbury Cathedral), was added.  

The existing mid-12th-century records of Hugh Candidus, a monk, list the Abbey's 
reliquaries as including two pieces of swaddling clothes which wrapped the baby 
Jesus, pieces of Jesus' manger, a part of the five loaves which fed the 5,000, a piece 
of the raiment of Mary the mother of Jesus, a piece of Aaron's rod, and relics of St 
Peter, St Paul and St Andrew – to whom the church is dedicated.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_English_Period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Grosseteste
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decorated_Gothic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpendicular_Period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fan_vault
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College_Chapel,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Candidus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliquaries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_the_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Andrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peterborough_Cathedral_Choir,_Cambridgeshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peterborough_Cathedral_Lady_Chapel,_Cambridgeshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg
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The supposed arm of Oswald of Northumbria disappeared from its chapel, probably 
during the Reformation, despite a watch-tower having been built for monks to guard 
its reliquary. Various contact relics of Thomas Becket were brought from Canterbury 
in a special reliquary by its Prior Benedict (who had witnessed Becket's 
assassination) when he was "promoted" to Abbot of Peterborough.  

These items underpinned the importance of what is today Peterborough Cathedral. 
At the zenith of its wealth just before the Reformation it had the sixth-largest 
monastic income in England, and had 120 monks, an almoner, an infirmarian, a 
sacristan and a cellarer.  

In 1541, following Henry VIII's Dissolution of the Monasteries, the relics were lost. 
The church survived by being selected as the cathedral of the Anglican Diocese of 
Peterborough. Henry's former wife, Catherine of Aragon, had been buried there in 
1536. Her grave can still be seen and is still honoured by visitors who decorate it 
with flowers and pomegranates (her symbol). It carries the legend "Katharine Queen 
of England", a title she was denied at the time of her death.  

In 1587, the body of Mary, Queen of Scots was initially buried here after her 
execution at nearby Fotheringhay Castle, but it was later removed to Westminster 
Abbey on the orders of her son, King James I of England.  

 
The high altar 

The cathedral was vandalised during the English Civil War in 1643 by 
Parliamentarian troops. As was common at the time, almost all the stained glass and 
the medieval choir stalls were destroyed, and the high altar and reredos were 
demolished, as were the cloisters and Lady Chapel. All the monuments and 
memorials of the Cathedral were also damaged or destroyed. Some of the damage 
was repaired during the 17th and 18th centuries. Extensive restoration work began in 
1883, which was initiated after large cracks appeared in the supporting pillars and 
arches of the main tower.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliquary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contact_relic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Becket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almoner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacristan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cellarer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Monasteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Diocese_of_Peterborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Diocese_of_Peterborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_of_Aragon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_Queen_of_Scots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fotheringhay_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained_glass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reredos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloisters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peterborough_Cathedral_High_Altar,_Cambridgeshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg
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These works included rebuilding of the central tower and its foundations, interior 
pillars, the choir and re-enforcements of the west front under the supervision of John 
Loughborough Pearson. New hand-carved choir stalls, cathedra (bishop's throne), 
choir pulpit and the marble pavement and high altar were added. A stepped level of 
battlements was removed from the central tower, reducing its height slightly.  

The cathedral was hit by a fire on the early evening of 22 November 2001; it is 
thought to have been started deliberately amongst plastic chairs stored in the North 
Choir Aisle. Fortunately the fire was spotted by one of the vergers allowing a swift 
response by emergency services. The timing was particularly unfortunate, for a 
complete restoration of the painted wooden ceiling was nearing completion. The oily 
smoke given off by the plastic chairs was particularly damaging, coating much of the 
building with a sticky black layer. The seat of the fire was close to the organ and the 
combination of direct damage from the fire, and the water used to extinguish 
necessitated a full-scale rebuild of the instrument, putting it out of action for several 
years.  

An extensive programme of repairs to the west front began in July 2006 and has cost 
in excess of half a million pounds. This work is concentrated around the statues 
located in niches which have been so badly affected by years of pollution and 
weathering that, in some cases, they have only stayed intact thanks to iron bars 
inserted through them from the head to the body. The programme of work has 
sought donors to "adopt a stone". 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Loughborough_Pearson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Loughborough_Pearson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organ_(music)
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The Tabernacle, Stowmarket 
 

The museum of East Anglian Rural Life is a large museum complex dedicated to 
preserving the skills and items from East Anglia. It is located on the former Abbots 
Hall estate at Stowmarket, Suffolk. The large Abbots hall is now under restoration.  
 
The site was secured in the 1960s, since then many items as well as buildings that 
have been preserved here. These include Edgars farmhouse, the Boby building, the 
forge, Alton watermill (and associated buildings) plus Eastbridge Windpump. 
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Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Swan Close, Colchester  
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St Andrew’s with All Saints, Holt 

The Parish lies in a most beautiful area of North Norfolk, approximately 4 miles from 

the coast. The historic Georgian town of Holt is the focal point for a large rural area 

and is a busy and bustling former market town, attracting many visitors and tourists. 
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The Parish Church of Saint Andrew the Apostle was established in Holt before 1086, 

the year of the Domesday Book. The church is situated in the heart of the town at the 

end of Church Street, which is found behind the War Memorial, at the east end of 

what was the original Market Place.All Saints District Church in High Kelling is 

situated two miles east of Holt on the A148 Cromer Road. A former Sanatorium 

Chapel, it has been used as a place of worship in the Parish since 1955. 

It is almost certain that a church was built on this site in the 11th century making this 

a place of prayer over a period of a thousand years. Nothing of the original building 

survives with much of the present building dating back to the 14th century. During 

this time churches in the neighbouring coastal ports were being built on a grand 

scale.  Holt did not share this same prosperity and the church was built to a relatively 

modest design, although there was originally a spire. 

 

 

A disastrous fire swept through the town on Saturday 1st May 1708 and the church 

was gutted.  It was rebuilt in 1727 and then further restored by Butterfield in the 

1860’s.  The fire started at Shirehall Plain and quickly spread through the timber 

houses of the town.  The church was badly damaged with its thatched chancel 

destroyed and the lead melted from the windows, with the flames spreading up the 

steeple.  

Local reports of the time state that the fire spread so swiftly that the butchers did not 

have time to rescue their meat from their stalls on the market.  The damage to the 

town was estimated to be in the region of £11,000, which was a massive amount of 

money at that time.  After the fire the town received many donations from all over the 

country and the task of reconstruction began. 

http://www.holtchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/standrews2.jpg
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SATURDAY 1st JUNE 2019 
 

    
 

Chelmsford Cathedral and St Michael’s Galleywood 
 

 
 

Our Lady and St Joseph, Mill Lane, Stock 
 

 
 

Christchurch, High Street, Stock 
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All Saints, Stock Road, Stock  
 

The first written evidence of the existence of a church in Stock is in 1232, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that a church, consisting of a nave and a chancel, was 
erected here in the early Norman period. The building, and the generations of 
Christians that have worshipped here for hundreds of years, witness to the timeless 
truths of the Gospel. Christ is as present with us today as he was present when All 
Saints was first built and the villagers first worshipped within its hallowed walls. 
Stock is a village about a mile north of Billericay and 6 miles south of Chelmsford. It 
used to be called Stock Harvard and the ecclesiastical parish is still known by that 
name. Mystic the barn owl showed her dignity and beauty in All Saints’ Church for 
the 2019 Flower Festival fete and flew up to the beams that must seem like her 
traditional perch 
 

.  


